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The Lost Masterpiece

. true story that took place in :995: It concerns the legacy of @

an unusual man with an unusual name, Mr Ernest Onians, a farmer in
East Anglia whose main business was as a supplier of pigswiil. Known as & oQ@W?
an eccentric, his hobby was collecting paintings. He used to go around L \QQ CRA\-S\—\S
local auctions and whenever a painting came on sale, especially if it was
G old, he would make a bid for it. Eventually he collected more than five
hindred canvases. There were too many to hang them ail on the walls
of-his relatively modest home, Baylham Mill in Suffolk. So he simply
piled them up, keeping some in his chicken sheds.
His children did not share his passion. They knew he was odd.
{( Heusedto dress scruffily. Afraid of being burgled, he rigged up his own
Home-made alarm system, using klaxons powered by old car batteries,
and always slept with aloaded shotgun under his bed. When he died, his
&@ children asked Sotheby’s, the London auction house, to sell the paint-
' ings. Before any major sale of artworks, Sotheby's publishes a catalogue
{§, so that interested buyers can see in advance what will be on offer.
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{llustrate the state of Jewish identity today. For many of my contempo-
raries, Judaism was like the story of Ernest Opians’ penchant for paint-
ings. Judaism was something their parents had but not something that
was meaningful to them. Like Onians’ children they were willing to let
go of it, unaware that it was a legacy of immense value. When we don't
fully appreciate the value of something, we can lose a treasure without

ever knowing it is a treasure.

]udaiéfﬁ; of course, is not a_painting It’s an identity. And you

can't seﬁ;ﬁ_iglent__i_ty_.‘}fg}gt‘_}{;i canloseit, And many Jews are losing theirs.
Otir ancestors have 'given_u"s the gift of a past. We owe them the gift of

(( a future faithful to that past. At least we should not relinquish it simply
because we don’t know how valuabie it is.

'The life-changing idea here is surely simple yet profound: If we

truly wish to hand on our legacy to our children, we must teach them

facts or skills but ;éafning what
we fail to love, we 10se.

JPUPTMER Y

to lave. What we love, we inherit. What

to Jove it The most important element of any education is ot learning

T

Life-Changing Idea #41

If we truly wish to hand on our legacy to our children, we friust teach them

to love it.
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